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1 Reference is made to the following document: 



Dl: WO 98/35714 A (RESTELLI, SERGIO; RIGHI , 
NARD I NO) 20 August 1998 



2 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 1 



2.1 The present application fails to comply with the 

requirements of PCT Article 33(1) since the subject 
matter of claims 1, 3 and 10 does not meet the 
requirement of novelty defined in PCT Article 33(2) . 
Document Dl describes (see, for example, page 13, 
line 30 to page 15, line 27, figures 3, 5 and 8) 
(the references between parentheses apply to this 
document) : 



Protected injection device, comprising a syringe 
with a syringe body (1), a needle (5), and a piston 
(3) which can be displaced in this body for an 
injection, and safety means that comprise a 
protective sleeve (14), the syringe body (1) and the 
protective sleeve (14) being able to slide relative 
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al applicability; 



to one another between an injection configuration, 
in which the needle (5) protrudes from the 
protective sleeve (14) arranged around the syringe 
body, and a protection configuration, in which the 
needle (5) extends within said protective sleeve 

(14), the device comprising a trigger member (108) 
for triggering the change from the injection 
configuration (figure 3 without "protective cap 

(6)") to the protection configuration (figure 5) at 
the end of injection, 

the trigger member (108) being integral with the 
actuating head (8) of the piston (3), and in that it 
comprises an inhibitor member (21) able to occupy an 
inhibition position in which said inhibitor member 
(21) defines a first end-of-in jection position of 
the piston (3) in which the trigger member (108) is 
unable to trigger the change from the injection 
configuration to the protection configuration and to 
be moved relative to this inhibition position in 
order to permit a second end-of-in jection position 
of the piston in which the trigger member (108) is 
able to trigger the change from the injection 
configuration to the protection configuration, and 
in that, in its inhibition position, the inhibitor 
member (21) is connected to the piston (3) and 
integral with the movement of the latter and is able 
to cooperate in abutment with an element (7) of the 
device fixed relative to the syringe body (1) in 
order to define the first end-of-in jection position, 
in that the inhibitor member (21) is able to be 
separated from the piston (3) or moved relative to 
the latter in order to allow the second end-of- 
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injection position to be obtained, and in that, in 
its inhibition position, the inhibitor member (21) 
is connected to the actuating head (8) of the piston 
(3) . 



Consequently, document Dl discloses all the features 
of claim 1 and in so doing deprives the latter' s 
subject matter of any novelty, in accordance with 
PCT Article 33 (2) . 



The same argument applies mutatis mutandis to the 
subject matter of independent claims 3 and 10. 



3. DEPENDENT CLAIMS 2, 4-9 and 11 



The claims do not contain any features which, in 
combination with the features of any claim to which 
they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in 
respect of novelty and/or inventive step (PCT 
Article 33(2) and (3)). See for example: 

3.1 Novelty 

Dl, page 13, line 30 - page 51, line 27, figures 3, 
5 and 8, for claims 4-8; 



3.2 Inventive step 

The feature by which the inhibitor member (34) 
passes through the head (12B) of the piston (12) in 
claims 2, 9 and 11 is merely one of several obvious 
options that a person skilled in the art seeking to 
solve the stated problem might select, depending on 
each particular case, and without an inventive step 
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y, inventive step or industrial applicability; 



being involved. 



4 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 12 



4.1 The solution proposed in claim 12 of the present 

application is not considered to be inventive (PCT 
Article 33(3)), the reasons being as follows: 



The subject matter of independent claim 12 (the 
trigger member (52) is connected to the piston (12) 
and is able to be moved relative to the latter 
between a position permitting triggering . . . and a 
position unable to permit triggering ...) refers to 
features representing merely one of several obvious 
options that a person skilled in the art seeking to 
solve the stated problem (namely that the change of 
the injection device at the end of injection in its 
protection configuration is not triggered 
systematically; see page 1, lines 33-36) might 
select, depending on each particular case, and 
without an inventive step being involved. 

5 DEPENDENT CLAIMS 13 AND 14 

5.1 Dependent claims 13 and 14 do not contain any 

features which, in combination with the features of 
any one of the claims to which they refer, meet the 
reguirements of the PCT in respect of inventive 
step. This is because it would be obvious for a 
person skilled in the art to provide catch means on 
the trigger member and the piston in order to define 
their mutual positions as described in section 4.1 
above . 
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Box No. VIII 



( erluin observations on 



le international application 



m the question nhclhct the claims arc t Lilly supported by 



Although claims 1, 3, 10 and 12 have been drafted as 
separate independent claims, it appears that they 
have the same subject matter and that they differ 
only by virtue of a variation in the definition of 
the subject matter for which protection is sought 
and in the terms used to define their features. 
Therefore, these claims are not concise and, as 
such, do not meet the requirements of PCT Article 6. 
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